Can she excuse my wrongs

?Robert Devereux,

Earl of Essex (1565-1601) » John Dowland (c.1563-1626)
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1. Can she ex - cuse my wrongs with vir - tue’s
Are those clear fires which van - ish in - to
2. Was 1 S0 base, that I might not a -
As they are high, so  high is my de -
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1. Can she ex - cuse my wrongs with vir - tue’s
Are those clear fires which van - ish in - to
2. Was 1 S0 base, that I might not a -
A As they are high, so  high is my de -
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1. Can she.  ex - cuse my wrongs with vir - tue’s
Are those_ clear fires which van - ish in - to
2. Was I so base, that I might not a -
As they_  are high, so  high is my dﬁ“/ -
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1. Can she ex - cuse, ex - cuse__  my wrongswith vir - tue’s
Are those clear fires, clear fires which van - ish in - to
2. Was 1 SO base, so base, that I might not a -
As they are high, are high, so high is my de -
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cloak? Shall I call her good when she proves un -  kind?
smoke? Must I praise the leaves where no fruit I find?
- spire un - to those high joys which she  holds from me?
A - sire: If she this de - ny, what can grant - ed be?
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cloak? Shall I call her good when she proves un - kind?
smoke? Must I praise the leaves  where no fruit I find?
-spire un - to those high joys which she holds from me?
A -sire: If she this de - ny, what can grant - ed be?
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cloak? Shall I call her good when she  proves un - kind?
smoke? Must I praise the leaves where no fruit I find?
-spire un - to those high joys which she  holds from me?
- sire: If shF this de - ny, what can  grant - ed be?
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cloak? Shall I call her good when she proves un -  kind?
smoke? Must I praise the leaves where no fruit I find?
-spire un - to those high joys which she  holds from me?
- sire: If she this de - ny, what can grant - ed be?
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No, no: where sha - dows do for bo - - dies stand,
Cold love is like to words writ - ten on sand,
If she will yield to that which rea - - son is,
Dear, make me hap - py still by grant - - ing this,
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No, no: where__ sha - dows do, where sha - dowsdo for bo - dies stand,
Cold love s like to words writ, like to words writ - ten on sand,
If she will__ yield to that which, yield to that which rea - son is,
A Dear, make me____ hap - py still by, hap - py still by grant - ing this,
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No, no, no: where sha - dows do for bo - dies,__ for bo -dies stand,
Cold love, love is like to words, to words writ -ten on sand,
If she, she will yield to that, to that which rea - son is,
Dear, make, make me hap - py still, hap - py still by grant-ing this,
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No, no: where sha - dows do for bo - dies stand,
Cold love is like to words writ - ten on____ sand,
it she will yield to that which rea - son___ is,
Dear, make me hap - py still by grant - g this,
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thou may’st be ab - used if thy sight be dim
or to bub - bles which on the wa - ter swim.
it is rea - son’s will that love should be just.
A Or cut off de - lays if that die I must.
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thou may’st be ab - used, ab - used if thy sight be dim.
or to bub - bles which on the wa - ter, wa - ter swim.
it is rea - son’s will that love should be, should be just.
A Or cut off de - lays if that_ die I, die I must.
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thou may’st be ab - used if thy_  sight, thy sight be_ dim.
or to bub - bles which on the wa - ter, wa - ter__ swim.
it is rea - son’s will that love___  should be, should be__ just.
Or cut off de - lays if that__ die I, die I must.
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thou may’st be a - bused if thy sight be dim.
or to bub - bles which on the wa - ter swim.
it is rea - son’s will that love should be just.
Or cut off de - lays if that die I must.
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1. Wilt thoube thus ab - us - ed still, see - ingthat she will right thee ne - ver?
2.Bet - ter a thou - sand times to die, than for to live thus still tor-ment - ed:
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1. Wilt thoube thus ab - us - ed stil,___ see - ingthat she will right thee ne - ver?
2.Bet - ter a thou - sand times to die, than for to live thus still tor-ment - ed:
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1. Wilt thoube thus ab -us - ed still, see - ingthat she  will right thee
2.Bet - ter a thou - sandtimes to die, than  for to live thus still tor -
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1. Wilt thoube thus ab - us - ed still, see - ingthat she will right thee ne - ver?
2.Bet - ter a thou - sand times to die, than for to live thus still tor-ment - ed:
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If thoucanst  not o’er-come her will,thy  love will be thusfruit-less e - ver.
Dear, but re - mem - ber it was I who for thysake did die con - tent - ed.
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If thoucanst not o’er-come her will, thy love  will be thus fruit - less e - ver.
Dear, but re - mem - ber it was I who for thy sake did die con - tent - ed.
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ne - ver? If thou canstnot o’er-comeher will,thy love will be thus fruit-less e - ver.
-ment- ed: Dear, but re-mem-ber it was [ who for thy sakedid die con -tent - ed.
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If thoucanst not o’er - come her will,thy  love will be thusfruit-less e - ver.
Dear, but re-mem - ber it was I who for thysake did die con-tent - ed.
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Source: John Dowland, The First Booke of Songes or Ayres (London, 5 editions, 1597-1613), no.5.
Underlay of 2nd stanza is editorial.

IV.4: undotted semibreve + minim rest (all editions).
111.21.2: sharp before note (all editions).



